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[bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs]Policy Statement
Children’s safety and wellbeing will be protected in and around water through hazard prevention, supervision and education.
[bookmark: _heading=h.30j0zll]Background
The Education and Care Services National Regulations require policies and procedures to be in place for managing water safety, including safety during any water-based activities.

According to Kidsafe (the recognised authority on the prevention of injuries in children), drowning continues to be one of the main causes of fatalities of Australian children. Every year a number of children die by drowning and hundreds more are rescued from near drowning situations. Non-fatal drowning incidents can have potential long-term effects, including brain damage and permanent disability.

The most common factor in childhood drowning is lack of supervision. A child can drown in as little as a few centimetres of water. Items such as nappy buckets, pet drinking bowls, baths, ponds, pools, water features, dams, water troughs and water tanks are potential drowning hazards.
[bookmark: _heading=h.1fob9te]Legislative requirements
	Section/Regulation
	Description

	Reg 25(1)(c)
	Additional information about proposed education and care service premises

	Reg 101
	Conduct of risk assessment for excursion

	Reg 168(2)(a)(iii)
	Education and care service must have policies and procedures – Water safety, including safety during any water-based activities

	Reg 170
	Policies and procedures to be followed

	Reg 171
	Policies and procedures to be kept available

	Reg 172
	Notification of change to policies or procedures



[bookmark: _heading=h.3znysh7]Related Policies
	Document Name
	Title

	 YEDP_Providing a child safe environment_Policy_and_Procedures    
	 Providing a child safe environment     

	 YEDP_Administration of first aid_Policy_and_Procedures   
	 Administration of first aid

	YEDP_Emergency and evacuation_Policy_and_Procedures   
	Emergency and evacuation

	YEDP_Excursions_Policy_and_Procedures   
	Excursions

	YEDP_Incident, injury, trauma and illness_Policy_and_Procedures   
	Incident, injury, trauma and illness


[bookmark: _heading=h.2et92p0]Purpose
We aim to ensure that all Educators and staff are consistent in implementing safe water based activities, water safety education and hazard prevention. 
[bookmark: _heading=h.tyjcwt]Scope
This policy applies to children, families/guardians, staff, students, volunteers and visitors of the Service
[bookmark: _heading=h.3dy6vkm]Procedures
[bookmark: _heading=h.ydfjkeu5bftm]Water-based Activities 
·  Water-based play is an important part of our children’s healthy growth, learning, wellbeing and development. Our educators and staff ensure that all precautions are in place to safeguard children during these experiences
· The health, safety and wellbeing of children is our number one priority. All water-based activities will be adequately supervised and no child will be left unattended when in proximity to water
· Adequate supervision means knowing where children are at all times and monitoring their activities actively and diligently. All staff will always adequately supervise children during water-based activities 
· Educator will respond immediately, particularly when a child is distressed or in a hazardous situation
· All educators have approved first aid qualifications and will administer any required first aid in the case of an emergency 
· Any items added to water such as colour, glitter, handwashing soap must be safe and non toxic
· Children are to wash hands prior to water play and after water play to prevent the spread of germs
· Sunscreen will always be applied for any outdoor water-based activities 
[bookmark: _heading=h.h6oz2sib6c1y]
[bookmark: _heading=h.db3rjqn9wtjj]Water Safety Education 
· Our preschool creates opportunities for children to learn and develop. This includes incorporating water safety awareness into our educational program
· We develop programs to focus on water safety at least once a year and we revise water safety prior to children engaging in water-based activities 
· We teach children about the beach, dam, pool, bath, river, lake and boat safety 
· We teach ‘kids alive do the 5’
1. Fence the pool
2. Shut the gate
3. Teach your kids to swim - it's great
4. Supervise - watch your mate and
5. Learn how to resuscitate

[bookmark: _heading=h.4wp6cksimuwz]Hazard Prevention 
· Management and staff complete a water-based activity Risk Assessment 
· The Water-based Activity Risk Management Assessment is to be reviewed annually 
· A Risk Management Assessment will be undertaken for any additional bodies of water that poses a potential drowning risk to children. For example the addition of a pool, spa to the premises 
· Staff will revisit water-based activity Risk Management Assessment prior to undertaking any water-based activity   
· Staff will always practice hazard prevention throughout the day. All water tables and troughs are emptied immediately after use, staff will ensure all containers and buckets accessible to children are always kept empty 
· All staff will hold an approved first aid qualification. 
Policies and procedures must be followed by all preschool users. All parents/guardians and staff members are supplied with a link to our preschool Google Drive Policies and Procedures and these documents are always available to all preschool users. All parents/guardians and staff will be notified with 14 days notice should any policies or procedures be amended or put in place. There is an on-going process in place for reviewing, monitoring, and updating policies and procedures. 
[bookmark: _heading=h.1t3h5sf]Rolls And Responsibilities

	Approved Provider
	· must keep a child safe environment
· ensure there is adequate supervision provided given the ages and developmental needs of children undertaking water activities (including ratios)
·  ensure risk assessments are undertaken and water hazards and risks associated with water-based activities are taken into consideration
· ensure that educators and staff are continually monitoring and managing the area in and around a water hazard so that it cannot be accessed by children,
· e.g. preventing children from climbing on a pot plant in order to climb a pool fence
· ensure that at least one educator, staff member or nominated supervisor who holds a current approved first aid qualification is in attendance at all times that children are being educated and cared for by the service
· take reasonable steps to ensure that the policy and procedures are current, reviewed regularly, and communicated to educators, staff and stakeholders
· take reasonable steps to inform and support educators and staff regarding their responsibilities in implementing the policy and procedures at all times
·  take reasonable steps to ensure that nominated supervisors, educators, staff and volunteers follow the policy and procedures
· ensure copies of the policy and procedures are readily accessible to nominated supervisors, educators, staff and volunteers, and available for inspection
· notify families at least 14 days before changing the policy or procedures if the changes will:
·  affect the fees charged or the way they are collected or
· significantly impact the service’s education and care of children or
· significantly impact the family’s ability to utilise the service

	Nominated Supervisor
	· ensure there is adequate supervision provided given the ages and developmental needs of children undertaking water activities (including ratios)
· inform families about water safety practices at the service
· ensure first aid and CPR qualifications and requirements are met at all times
· ensure that at least one educator, staff member or nominated supervisor who holds a current approved first aid qualification is in attendance at all times that children are being educated and cared for by the service
· undertake risk assessments for excursions near water
· ensure that educators and staff are continually monitoring and managing the area in and around a water hazard so that it cannot be accessed by children, e.g. preventing children from climbing on a pot plant in order to climb a pool fence
· take reasonable steps to ensure that the policy and procedures are current, reviewed regularly, and communicated to educators, staff and stakeholders
· take reasonable steps to inform and support educators and staff regarding their responsibilities in implementing the policy and procedures at all times
· guide and mentor educators and staff to be able to follow the policy and procedures

	Educators and staff
	·  reinforce water safety messages within the children’s education program
· make sure water hazards are managed as outlined in your procedures, e.g. water trough is emptied and packed away as soon as play has ended
· ensure that the area in and around a water hazard is continually monitored and managed so it cannot be accessed by children, e.g. preventing children from climbing on a pot plant in order to climb a pool fence
· ensure there is adequate supervision provided given the ages and developmental needs of children undertaking water activities, or if they are near a water hazard (including above ratios if necessary)
· ensure buckets that contain liquids are not accessible to children
· empty, safely cover or make inaccessible to children all water containers when they are not in use, e.g. mop buckets, nappy buckets, bathtubs, water troughs, pet water containers
· ensure water troughs or containers for water play will be supervised at all times and containers or troughs will be emptied after use


[bookmark: _heading=h.4d34og8]References 
https://kidsalive.com.au/ 
https://kidsafe.com.au/water-safety/ 
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